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Intropuctory.—In bringing the subject of canker 
before this meeting, my first duty is to thank the 
Provisional Committee for the honour it has done 
me in placing the task in my hands. As far as I 
have been able to ascertain the disease has not 
previously been discussed by the Association, although 


Fig. 1.—Draught-horse Shoeing Stocks. 


it has been considered from time to time by certain 
of the Divisions. It does, however, seem appropriate 
that a foot subject should receive attention at Bath 
in time-honoured memory of Broad. 

Canker is chiefly of importance to the town 
practitioner, but it is of more than passing interest 
to those in the country. Although it is the draught 
horse which is chiefly liable to become affected, it 
has been seen in most of the other breeds. On my 
return to civil duty in April, 1919, I had to inspect 
large numbers of horses which were about to be 
slaughtered for human food. I found among the 
heavy ones that the percentage of canker cases was 
very high. It was a common experience to see 
four o1 five affected out of a batch of thirty, and even 
to-day, though the figures are much lower, canker 
is a serious cause of premature destruction. Although 
most of these cases came from the large industrial 
centres, many of them were country animals. I saw 
cases from Wales, Scotland and Ireland amongst 


them. It would, therefore, appear that owners still 
believe the disease to be incurable, or that many 
veterinary surgeons only adopt palliative measures 
until the disease renders the animals unfit for further 


Fig. 2.—Same as Fig. 1, with Horse in position. 


work. The inroads which have been made into the 
sphere of activity of the heavy horse, and consequently 
equine veterinary practice, by mechanical traction, 
make it incumbent upon us all, whenever possible, 
to lengthen the horse’s working life and lessen its 
yearly loss of working time. 

Assumption.—I do not think any of the terms in 
the title of this paper really need much explanation 
or definition. However, I once had the unfortunate 


Fig. 3.—Movable Stocks. By kind permission of Mr. 
Jos. Abson, F.R.C.V.S., Sheffield. Used by him for a 
considerable number of years with great success, 
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experience of using the word “improved” in the 
title of a paper upon this subject ; in the discussion 
which followed, both at the meeting and in the 
veterinary press, it became obvious to me that accurate 
definition was of the utmost importance. This 
being so, I must say at once that by treatment I 
mean curative treatment, and by prevention keeping 
the disease from appearing. I do not, however, 
eare to take the responsibility of defining canker of 
the horse’s foot and will content myself by saying 
that the cases upon which this paper is based have 
been such that any dozen veterinary surgeons would 
have diagnosed them as canker without so much as 
a thought concerning thrush, granulation, or septic 
foot. Later on I shall invoke the testimony of some 
other members of the profession to avoid confusion 
in this direction. I propose to assume that all the 
normal functions, structure—-anatomical and histo- 
logical—and nature of horn secretion are fairly well 
understood by us all. To this I must add the symp- 
toms of the disease, its course and those indications 
by which we know whether a case is tending towards 
resolution or dissolution. 

Aims.—The purport of my paper is that every 
practitioner ought to cure canker easily, and so 
distinguish himself as a scientific surgeon. With 
those who have obtained this degree of efficiency 
I am not concerned. In general terms I wish to 
submit that canker of the sole and frog is curable 
and economically so. This is not new, but it is far 
from being generally accepted. I have to admit 
that prior to 1911, despite the writings of others, I 


Fig. 4.—Same as Fig. 3, but with Horse in position. 


had failed to grasp the technique of successful treat- 
ment. Since my first papers on the disease the 
results have been entirely satisfactory. The fact 
that someone asks assistance in a case which has 
already been under treatment for over six months, 
and is refused, is not taken into consideration in the 
above statement. Others I know have had dis- 
appointing results after I have tried to explain the 
modus operanditothem. The formulation of theories 
of benign (curable) and malignant (incurable) types 
of canker is, to my mind, only an excuse for error. 
I have carefully watched failures and am confident 
that they have been due to lack of appreciation 


of the fundamental principles. In the pages which 
follow I shall try to point out what I consider the best 
form of treatment, emphasising more particularly 
those points which experience has shown to be trouble- 
some or likely to be missed. The total loss of working 
time for an average case should not exceed seven to 
ten days, involving about ten hours of a veterinary 
surgeon’s and smith’s time when in the stocks or on 
the operation table, and say four or five hours for 
the preparation of the dressings. I do not think 


Fig. 5.—Operation Table, vertical position. By kind 
permission of Mr. G. M. Davey, M.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 


anything would be gained by detailing, in this paper, 
a long list of cases. Such would be open to the same 
objections which could be levelled against general 
statements, by those who are of a sceptical frame of 
mind. A few typical cases only are therefore 
related. I am afraid those who obtain satisfactory 
results will opine that my remarks are really “ much 
ado about nothing,” but from my opening statements 
it will be seen that I am convinced that many horses 
are lost annually from this disease. Proficiency 
in the treatment of common diseases, which the laity 
regard as incurable will, I think, lift us more in the 
eyes of the public than academic dissertations. 
CuraBiLity.—-That canker is a curable disease 
within the modern economic sense will always be 
associated with the name of Malcolm. His writings 
of thirty years ago are inspirations to us all. My 
experience with his method, viz., operation—actual 
cautery—three sulphates (zinc, copper and_ iron), 
with carbolic acid and tri-weekly dressings for two- 
and-a-half to three months—-was not at all satisfactory. 
Apparently the method which I have previously 
and shall again describe was used first by Budd, of 
London, in 1816, and has survived in some northern 
towns. Since 1912 all the cases which I have treated 
have been cured, and canker now causes me less 
anxiety than many other types of disease, for with 
it a satisfactory result can be foreseen with a high 
degree of certainty. From this point of view I am 
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inclined to share the feelings of the practitioner 
who stated he was pleased when he had a canker 


Fig. 6—Same as Fig. 5, in the horizontal position. 


case shown to him (Professor Wooldridge, Veterinary 
Record, vol. 24, 1912, p. 685). In discussing the 
curability of disease several points deserve mention. 
In the first place duration and extent are important. 
The earlier a case is taken in hand the better, and it is 
manifestly unfair to hope to cure cases whose hoofs 
are attached by the upper parts of the wall only. 
I suppose we should all be inclined to regard milk 
fever as a satisfactory disease to cure, but this view 
would soon disappear if all the cases presented for 
treatment had been lying neglected and comatose 


Fig. 7.—Operation Table, vertical position. By kind 
permission of Mr. C. W. Elam, M.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 
‘for long periods. The next point is the time involved 
in actual treatment ; many single-handed practitioners 
claim that they haven’t the time to treat a case 
properly. I have seen quite a lot of time spent in 
patching up cases, and had the same amount been 
devoted to exact treatment the animals would have 
been well on the road to recovery. Such an attitude 


is, to my mind, unfair to the patient and owner, 
and unworthy of the profession. Yet a third point 
is the question of restraint. As I shall point out 
later, stocks or a table are essential, and in a horse 
practice a veterinary surgeon who has not access to 
one of these must consider himself in a very un- 
satisfactory position—it is really carrying out one’s 
calling in a half-hearted manner. There are few 
horses with canker of the sole and frog which are 
not worth treating, if they are likely to lose only 
two half days’ work per week, viz., those periods 
during which they are being dressed. 

Literature. ~The references to canker in our own 
language are very numerous, and when the writings 
of our confréres in other countries are taken into 


consideration it becomes voluminous. In a paper. 


of the present class, where a single method of treat- 


Fig. 8.—Same as Fig. 7. Horse in vertical position. 


ment is being discussed, I hope it will not be thought 
that I have been discourteous to previous writers 
by not giving a complete survey of their writings, 
even those of English origin, relating to treatment. 
I have, however, derived considerable benefit from the 
library of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
In the evolution of a process it is difficult to detect 
the origin of the different steps which have made 
for improvement. 

According to ‘“Scrutator” (Veterinary Record, 
vol. 24, 1912, p. 704), Solleysel, 1733; Budd, 1816 ; 
Bracy Clark, 1822; Prevost, 1828; Youatt, Charles 
Steel, 1865; William Sewell and George Brown were 
enlightened contributors upon the subject of treatment 
of canker of the horse’s foot. The rolls of tow which 
are illustrated below are attributed by him to Budd, 
In 1891, Malcolm (Journal of Comp. Path. and Ther., 
vol, 4, p.21) gave an account of ten years’ observations 
upon canker. Out of ten cases, eight had recovered 
completely and two were nearly cured at the time of 
writing. Practically the only time lost by these 
cases was when they were being dressed, but the 
duration of treatment was considerable. In_ the 
following year (Journal of Comp. Path. and Ther., 
vol. 5, 1892, p. 48) further cured cases were recorded. 
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Commenting upon these contributions the editor of 
that journal (p. 64, vol. 5, 1892) wrote: “ That canker 
of the horse’s foot is sometimes curable probably 


Fig. 9.—Same as Fig. 7. Ready for operation, but 
slightly inclined towards the observer. 


no practitioner doubts ; but it is equally certain that 
for one case that is cured two go on from bad to worse 
until they necessitate the animal’s destruction. 
Such, at any rate, has hitherto been the general 
experience, but one may indulge the hope that, in the 
future, the method of treatment recommended by 
Mr. Malcolm, of Birmingham, will receive a fair trial, 
and that it will yield results as gratifying as those 
obtained in his hands.” In 1894 (Journal of Comp. 
Path. and Ther., vol. 17, 1894, p. 289) Malcolm again 
contributed a valuable paper upon the cause, symp- 
toms, diagnosis, and treatment of the disease and its 
relationship te grease. Reeks (Diseases of the 
Horse’s Foot: Bailliére, Tindall and Cox, London, 1906, 
p. 306), gives a good general account of the disease, 
and refers to Malcolm’s, Rose’s, and Leeney’s methods 
of treatment. Hoffmann (extract in the Veterinary 
Journal, vol. 16, 1909, p. 373) claimed very satis- 
factory results by antisepticising the foot for twenty- 


Fig. 10.—Hand-made Rolls of Tow, varying in thickness 
and length. 
four hours, then by bleeding excision of all the diseased 
structures under antiseptic and hemostatic measures 
(Esmarch’s bandage) and enclosing the whole foot in 
an occlusive dressing of plaister bandages, after 
covering with 5 per cent. formalin solution. In twelve 
days the dressings were removed and the whole 
treated as a cicatrizing wound. Leblanc (Journal 


October 7, 1922 


of Med. Vet. et Zootech, vol. \xi., April, 1910) described 
a treatment chiefly of antiseptic measures, whereby 
certain cures were obtainable. Pecus (extract from 
Rec. de Med. Vet., in the Veterinary Record (vol. 23, 
1910-11, p. 35), reported finding a streptococcus in 
the veins of a canker case, which was also suffering 
from phlebitis. A case in which all the usual surgical 
methods had failed was soon cured by using Mar- 
inoret’s antistreptococcic serum; a second case 
responded to serum, potassium iodide internally, 
and tannic acid locally ; and a third case, in which 
all attempts had failed, soon responded to the sub- 
cutaneous injection of 20 grammes of serum daily, 
with 5 to 10 grammes of potassium iodide internally. 
By far the most instructive paper upon canker within 
recent years is that by Burgi (extract in the Journal 
of Comp. Path. and Ther., vol. 24, 1911, p. 154 from 
the Schweizer Archiv. fiir Tierheilk., vol. lii., Nos. 
3, 4 and 5, 1910, pp. 137—161, 207—-228, 293336). 
This work will be alluded to later. In 1912 ( Veterin- 
ary Record, vol. 24, 1912, pp. 675 and 711), in con- 
junction with other members of the profession I 
recorded twenty-three cures, one relapse and four 


Fig. 11.—(a) A Prepared Foot. (6) Ist Layer of Rolls of 
tow in situ. (c) Foot completely packed with rolls of 
tow and metallic cross pieces. 


failures out of twenty-eight unchosen consecutive 
cases. The duration of treatment averaged six to 
ten weeks, with about two or three weeks’ loss of 
working time for each case. A considerable corres- 
pondence upon the disease will be found in the above 
publication between the pages mentioned. J. D. E. 
Holmes ( Veterinary News, vol. 1913, p. 203) recorded 
a number of cures after the internal administration 
of arsenic in experiments on surra. A number of 
similar records followed this paper. 

NatureE.—It seems to be now generally admitted 
that canker is due to a local infection, although its 
exact nature is yet not well understood, neither 
are all the factors which make invasion possible 
completely known. The similarity of many aspects 
of the disease to those of grease is admitted by many ; 
some canker cases appear to be secondary to it, but 
in many cases the diseases exist, separately. It is 
difficult to explain the presence of canker of the same 
age in three or four feet of the same animal, especially 
when there is no history of grease, traumata, or 
defective hygiene. Burgi, in the paper previously 
mentioned, thus describes the most important 
microscopic appearances of canker of the sole and 
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“ Vertical sections through the proliferations showed 
in the vascular layer a somewhat large number of 
blood vessels with rather thickened walls, the majority 
being seen in cross section. In the tissues surrounding 
the vessels there were numerous leucocytes and 
extravasated red blood corpuscles. The papillary 
layer was well marked. The majority of the papille 
were thick and branched at their summits. The blood 
vessels of the villi were dilated and congested. The 
villi were also infiltrated to a moderate extent, the 
infiltrating cells comprising polynuclear leucocytes, 
a few acidophile leucocytes and lymphocytes. Young 
connective tissue cells were present in large numbers. 
There were very few extravascular red cells. The 
epithelial layer was thick and showed no indications 
‘of horny transformation, Here and there, on the 
sides of the villi, and to a less extent in the supra- 
papillary position, there were layers in which the 
cells were not differentiated, except that the nuclei 
were smaller and stained a deep blue colour e 

Burgi further says that canker is a chronic prolifer- 
ative condition of the corium, in which all the strata are 
involved, but principally the papillary layer; that 
exposure to irritation may start the process; that 
there must be some defect of the horn; and that 
moisture and fermentation cause destruction of 
the horn. He failed to transmit the disease by 
transplantation, or by inoculation of canker pulp 
into both recent and old standing wounds of the feet. 
Failure resulted in attempts to infect the sound feet 
of an affected horse. The same results were obtained 
by intravenous inoculation into the jugular, and by 
placing healthy animals upon infected stall floors. 
Short bacilli and cocci were the principal bacteria 
found in the lesions. Jowett’s spirillum was not 
detected. Despite these results he thinks that there 
is much evidence to support the view that the disease 
is due to a specific irritant. 

TREATMENT.—There is hardly another disease of 
the horse’s foot in which so many drugs or methods 
have been used—with apparent satisfaction to their 
advocates, but with the reverse to those who have 
tried them afterwards. The following list does not 
exhaust the pharmaceutical and other preparations 
recommended (either alone or in combination) in 
modern literature. 

Actual cautery. Cale.chlorinata (chlor.lime) 
Acid. arsenic (and in- Carbo lig. 
ternally). Cupri subacet. 
Acid. boracic. Ferri sulph. 
Acid. carbol. Formaldehydum. 
Acid. chromic. Glycerinum. 
Acid. nitric. Hydrogen. peroxid. (liq.). 
Acid. salicylic. Hydrarg. perchlor. 
Acid. tannic. Hydrarg. subchlor. 
Antim. chlor. Iodoform. 
Antistreptococci serum (tincture). 
(sub-cutaneously). Todi (liniment). 
Argent. nit. Kaolin. 
Bismuth. subnit. Oleum picis (tar oils). 
Calc. sulph. (plaster). Orthoform. 
Cale. hydrox. (lime). Plumbi nit. 
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Ung. Aegyptiacum, 
Zinci chlor. 


Plumbi subacet. 
Sapo mollis. 
Sodii chlor. Zinci oxid. 

Tannoform. Zinci sulph. 

Proprietory preparations appear to be composed of 
certain of the above agents. 

There does not seem to be so much variation in the 
methods of treatment. Most of them have for their 
object the reduction of the new tissue, destruction 
of the causes of infection and the regeneration of 
sound horn. There are variations in the operative 
measures, and numerous devices for maintaining an 
antiseptic or astringent dressing in position whilst 
the horn is regrown. Caulton Reeks, in the work 
already mentioned, enumerates several points in his 
introductory remarks upon the treatment of canker, 
three of which I consider very important, viz. : 
(1) “There is no actual disease or alteration in 
structure of the deep layers of the keratogenous 
apparatus; (2) that the disease of this superficial 
layer is infection with a material that may reasonably 
be presumed to be infective; and (3) shedding of the 
diseased horn and removal of the pressure exerted 
by the hoof faces us with hypertrophy of the exposed 
villi.” This last statement is capable of many 
modifications, some of which at least seem to indicate 
the exact principles upon which treatment should be 
based. So long as there is firm horny pressure, even 
though the part is underrun there is no excessive 
proliferation ; if then it is necessary to remove the horn 
to destroy the infection, a pressure equal to that 
exerted by the horn must be applied to prevent 
hypertrophy of the part. If removal of horn pressure 
has been the means of causing the infected areas 
to take on their characteristic proliferation, then 
with antiseptics and pressure the part ought to tend 
towards resolution. The degree of pressure necessary 
is no more than that exerted by normal horn. I 
firmly believe that with minute attention to all 
possible details and with dressing every other day 
the duration of treatment of canker cases will in the 
future be reduced to fourteen to twenty-four days, 
viz., seven to twelve dressings. It may be considered 
empirical to enlarge upon treatment before the cause 
is known, but the same may truly be said of milk fever, 
the treatment of which is so satisfactory, and with 
which I have heard the successful treatment of 
canker aptly compared. The method which has 
proved satisfactory in my hands is described below 
under separate headings. ies 

(1) Personal attributes——A canker case must be 
commenced with a determination to effect a cure ; 
there must be no running away from the operation 
in hand, any more than there would be from a 
laparotomy ; great attention to detail is essential, 
because without it infection will not be stamped out 
or an exact degree of pressure applied. I have 
watched some cases being attended to, and I think 
age, stiff back, pendulous abdomen and irritability 
on the part of the operator, unless sufficiently pro- 
vided for, are likely to be the cause of unsatisfactory 


results. 
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(2) Restraint.—It is absolutely necessary that the 
affected foot be properly fixed, so that there is no 
movement. When it is being held, the various 
operative measures may do more harm than good, 
and no exactitude can be maintained when the 
degree of pressure of normal horn is about to be 
restored. There is no doubt that the absence of 
proper restraint is the means of under-run parts 
often being left unexposed. In many cases I have 
observed, when the shoeing smith has been holding 
the limb, it is moved at the critical moment. A 
suitable means of restraint should be considered an 
essential to an equine practice. Figs. 1 to 9 have 
been added so that an idea may be obtained of the 
various kinds of stocks and tables, it being considered 
that correct restraint is the key to success. 

(3) Anesthesia.—During the first and second 
dressing, or even at others, great benefit will be 
experienced by the employment of local anesthesia, 
especially is this so when under-run portions of horn 
are being followed to their ends. 


(4) Hamostasis——A flat rubber bandage or a 
tourniquet is very necessary during the first and 
second dressings. By these means the blood is so 
controlled as not to impair the view. 

(5) Preparation of the Foot.—After the shoe has 
been removed, the wall is reduced as much as possible, 
and then any remaining portions of sole and frog 
thinned so that at the junction with affected areas 
they are no thicker than the nail of one’s thumb. 
The junction of the frog with the wall at the heels 
will have to be cut right out, so that a pencil would 
touch the line of union of the frog and sole from the 
heel to the point of the former all the way. All parts 
of the sole and of the frog should be so prepared that 
a straight-edge placed in an antero-posterior direction 
would touch throughout its extent. After this has 
been done all the under-run horn must be removed. 
It is best to commence at the lowest affected portion, 
in the position in which the foot is fixed. Particular 
care will be necessary at the junction of the frog 
with the sole and at the region lately occupied by the 
bars. After this the abnormal tissue, whether 
frog or sole, should be reduced and thoroughly cleaned 
up until the outline of the frog is visible, together 
with its central and lateral clefts. If the wall’ is 
affected it will have to be similarly treated, but there 
must always be good nailing portions unremoved. 
The preparation of the foot at the first dressing is 
of the utmost importance, for little or no progress 
will be made unless all the under-run horn is removed, 
and injuries will result from unequal pressure if the 
antero-posterior aspect of the foot is not level. It 
is advisable to trim and clean up the heels where the 
hair joins the horny structures. Fig. 11 (a) shows a 
norma! foot reduced so as to exhibit the main features 
which have been mentioned above. A _ searcher 
and pair of forceps are practically the only instruments 
required. A pair of comfortably fitting soft leather 
gloves are a good protection for the hands. 

(6) Shoe.—The most suitable kind of shoe is a plain 
stamped one (Fig. 11 0b), with slight seating, so that 


cross-irons can be easily placed in position. It 
should be wide at the heels so as not to interfere with 
the packing of them and the lateral clefts. The shoe 
is nailed on after the foot has been properly prepared. 

(7) Reagents—I have used crude carbolic acid 
and a powder composed of one part of iodoform with 
eight of boracic acid. Possibly others are quite 
as good as long as they are capable of killing bacteria 
and destroying the proliferating tissue. When the 
shoe has been nailed on, the whole bottom of the 
foot should be cleaned up with a pledget of tow, 
particular attention being paid to the junction of 
diseased and healthy tissue and the three clefts. 
After this, the whole area is rubbed with a little crude 
carbolic acid, special care being devoted to the depths 
of the parts just mentioned. A thin covering with 
the powder of iodoform and boracic acid completes 
the dressing. 

(8) Packing with Rolls of Tow.—Fig. 10 illustrates 
three thicknesses and several lengths of rolls upon a 
board. With them, the normal pressure can be 
replaced. The rolls are of tow, and after a little 
practice they can easily be made by rolling a piece of 
tow in one direction on the dispensing table with the 
flat hand. They should be almost as hard as an 
ordinary lead pencil ; this degree can be obtained by 
rolling under the bottom of an empty horse nail 
box. Different lengths and sizes, as illustrated, are 
necessary. The shortest should be about a third of 
a pencil’s length and the longest that of an ordinary 
pencil. The thinnest rolls are about as thick as a 
wheat straw, the next that of a pencil, and the thickest 
about twice that of pencil. The ends must be 
abrupt. Tapering ends mean uneven pressure. 
The preparation of the rolls takes some hours, about 
four for an average case. After the first couple of 
dressings, old rolls can be placed on an ordinary 
shovel, held over the blacksmith’s fire for a short while, 
and afterwards tidied up for further use. Substitutes 
for rolls, such as cutting up different sizes of string, 
cord, or rope, have not been satisfactory owing to the 
preparations, besides fibre, contained in them. In 
order that the eye may quickly pick out the right 
size and length of roll for a given place they should be 
placed on a board as illustrated (Fig. 10). This 
point I have found to be important. After the foot 
has been dressed the rolls should be placed in position, 
that is, in an antero-posterior direction, with level 
pressure, aiming at restoring the natural shape of the 
foot. Thus the lateral clefts will be packed so that 
the rolls on section would resemble the end view of 
a pyramid of cannon balls, only, of course, inverted. 
The branches of the frog have a tendency to over- 
hang; this must be corrected. In the depths of an 
angle, small rolls will be used, and on top of them will 
come larger ones. Both diseased and healthy tissue 
should be covered in a level manner (Fig. 11 (0) ). 

After detailed packing the whole aspect should be 
made somewhat convex to about a level at the fullest 
point with ground surface of the shoe (Fig. 11 (c) ). 

(9) Metallic Cross Pieces (Fig.11c).—The whole is then 
secured in position by two metal cross pieces. They 
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should be of hoop iron, with not much spring, but yet 
not too soft or without it. The length will be about 
that of the width of the shoe at the point where they 
are applied. They should be bent on their width, 
so as to just fit into the seatings of the shoe without 
the use of the hammer. Before and when they are 
being placed in position the packing must be carefully 
held in situ with the hand. Several blows with the 
hammer will be necessary to secure firm pressure ; 
usually the direction of the blows should be so as to 
drive the arms of the frog towards the middle line of 
the foot. The application of rolls of tow with cross 
pieces after the shoe is on seems to me the most 
rational way of obtaining proper pressure. The 
whole can be inspected afterwards, which is not so 
with the various plates or boots. With care the 
dressing will not come out, but daily inspection is 
advisable. 

(10) Bandaging.—When the bulbs of the frog are 
affected beyond the reach of pressure, as above 
described, it is necessary to use longer rolls ; these are 
then kept in position by a strong linen bandage 
(16 feet by 3 inches) passing round the wall. Exactly 
the same procedure will have to be carried out when 
the wall is affected; here the disinfection must be 
very thorough, the rolls very thin and applied in the 
same direction as the lamine. In many cases of 
disease of the frog a bandage is necessary for the first 
or second dressings. 

(11) Period between Dressings.—For the first fort- 
night, or until the proliferations have been well 
reduced and the part has taken on a firm consistence, 
re-dressing will be necessary twice a week. After 
this, for two or three weeks a single dressing every 
seven days has been sufficient. I have found 
Tuesdays and Fridays suitable days for bi-weekly 
dressing. The interval between dressing has been 
fixed, not so much from treatment suitability, as 
from a minimum interference with work. I think 
if loss of working time could be totally neglected, a 
much shorter duration of treatment would be obtained 
by re-dressing every other day. 

(12) Re-dressing.—As long as the searcher has to 
be used the animal will have to be put in stocks and 
the shoe removed. A careful examination is 
necessary to see if anything has been left undone 
or incorrectly carried out at the previous dressing. 
At the edges of the horn a deposit like cream indicates 
that there is still some under-run portion of horn left, 


or that the pressure has been insufficient. Where’ 


there has been a proper degree of pressure, horn will 
have appeared, though it will be thin and abnormal. 
It is being formed from elongated papillae and 
interpapillary tissue and will continue to be abnormal 
until all this has been reduced down to normal sensitive 
frog or sole. All the diseased areas should be care- 
fully gone over and reduced as much as possible by 
scraping or cutting; at the edge, near normal horn, 
a shining non-bleeding surface is as deep as one should 
go. This will soon secrete normal horn and gradually 
the diseased area will become smaller. Excessive 
bleeding should be avoided, and, when a level at 


THE VETERINARY RECORD | 745 


which one would expect to find the normal sensitive 
frog or sole has been reached, the horn will begin to 
be secreted in a more normal state. If the pressure 
has been too great, the part will be spongy and exude 
a clear liquid. In some cases an excessive number 
of red stained abnormal horn tubules indicates the 
same thing. After all of the diseased areas have 
been gone over, the shoe is replaced and the dressing 
continued in the manner previously described. The 
parts which deserve the most attention are: (1) the 
central cleft of the frog, where an islet of under-run 
new horn often forms ; (2) the line of junction between 
the sole and frog, which remains cheese-like unless 
very thin rolls are used; and (3) the outside surfaces 
of each branch of the frog, directed towards the sole, 
which often bulge and so do not receive pressure in 
the correct direction, viz., parallel to their normal 
aspects, and not from below upwards when the 
foot is on the ground. If everything has been done 
correctly the wettest foot will be almost dry after 
three or four dressings. In my previous papers, 
already referred to, 1 gave the names of several 
members of the profession who had either previously 
treated cases successfully by the above method or 
had seen cases make satisfactory recoveries under it. 

Below I have repeated their names, together with 
those of others who are satisfied as to the reliability 
and value of the treatment from similar experiences :— 

Messrs. J. Abson (F), Sheffield ; J. B. Barker (M.), 
Hereford; J. B. Chadwick (M.) Manchester; W. L. 
Cockburn (M.), Liverpool; Stafford Jackson (M.), 
Liverpool ; T. Eaton Jones (F.), Liverpool; R. H. 
Laycock (M.), Sheffield; J. 8. Lloyd (F.), Sheffield ; 
S. E. Sampson (M.), Sheffield; T. Scotson (M.), 
Liverpool; H. Thompson (M.), Sheffield; H. V. 
Torrance (M.), Sheffield ; F. Warburton (M.), Liver- 
pool; J. H. White (M.), Liverpool; and J. H. 
Wright (M.), Manchester. 

(14) Cases.—On following pages are records of the 
last four cases which have been treated. 


PREVENTION.—-The most important factor in the 
production of a typical case of canker appears to be 
some break in the continuity of the horn, causing 
in the first place an infection, This being so a strict 
foot hygiene should do much to lessen the incidence 
of the disease, although no doubt some systemic 
conditions may so influence the horn of the foot as 
to make it an easy prey to injury. As far as my 
observations go, I think the foot pecker js gradually 
falling into disuse, with the result that the foot is 
often deprived of its normal aeration and supply of 
sunlight. Routine cleaning-out of the feet would 
seem to be a valuable means of not only warding off 
canker, but also of preventing and detecting a number 
of other conditions which may predispose to it. 

A very large proportion of cases have the frogs 
in an advanced stage of the disease when one first 
sees them, and the history very often is that they 
gradually became like it and then apparently remained 
stationary for a long period. The explanation of 
this would seem to be that the horn of the frog is 
easily lost, whereas that of the sole remains firm for 
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Case 1.—Black artillery gunner mare. Under treat- 
ment for several months previously. Infection following 
glass wound of near hind frog. The inside wall at the heel 
was affected. Dressed 14 times, on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
Two intervals of a week owing to pressure of work. Treat- 
ment commenced October 26th, 1921; cured December 
22nd; 14 dressings. Fit to work all the time. Time lost, 


14 half days. Time: Ist dressing, V.S., smith and man, 
1? hours; 13 others at 45 minutes =9-45 hours + Rolls, 
4 hours = 15} hours. 


NOV. 18.— DRESSING. 


Y 


NOV.30 - DRESSING. 


NOV. 25 - BT DRESSING. 


DEC.16 -13% DRESSING. 


very considerable periods. In these cases, however, 
the sole is oft-times extensively under-run, but having 
remained in position there is no proliferation of the 
sensitive structures. The preservation of a whole 
and healthy frog is therefore important in the pre- 
vention of the disease. One of the golden rules of 
present day shoeing is, “ Don’t cut the frogs.” In 
a great majority of cases this rule has been so strictly 
observed that the organ has been almost neglected, 
and the result is that fissures and cracks occurring in 
it have been completely unnoticed. If the horse 
were not subjected to the will of man, the possibilities 
of infection would be much smaller than under 
domestication. As, however, infection is likely, 
cracks and breaks in the frog ought to be so trimmed 
and dressed as to prevent their extension and con- 
tamination. Tincture of iodine, in common use for 
visible foot wounds, would be suitable for minor ones. 
When injuries of the frogs are detected there is often 
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Case 2.—Aged grey draught horse. Previously treated 
from October, 1921, to January, 1922. Near fore foot. 
Dressed six times on Tuesdays and Fridays. Treat- 
ment commenced January 10th and discontinued on Janu- 
ary 27th, owing to outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease, 
but cured in a couple of dressings by attendant veterinary 


surgeon. Loss of working time; 6 half days. 


JAN.17% DRESSING 


JAN 24 - 5 DRESSING. 


JAN.27~6" DRESSING. 


some portion under-run and if orders were issued 
for all such cases to be reported, or even to be treated 
until the next shoeing, the appearance of canker 
would often be prevented. As horses are usually 
shod every four to six weeks, if the foot is normal 
at one shoeing it will hardly have become affected 
with a condition diagnosable as canker by the next. 
When the shoeing smith realises that the disease is 
preventable, and moreover curable, the early reporting 
of cases by him will be the means of lessening its 
prevalence on the one hand and giving the veterin- 
arian a fair chance of curing it in a short time on the 
other. In this way the disease as we often see it 
to-day would soon disappear ; and the hopeless cases 
which are at present used to discredit those who 
maintain that the disease is easily curable would have 
been presented for treatment six or twelve months 
previously. As has been remarked elsewhere a certain 
percentage of canker cases have a definite history 
of a more or less recent trauma; here it is our obvious 
duty to prevent infection of the exposed sensitive 
tissue around the injury and to adopt such measures 
as will limit the amount of proliferation going on in 
the region. 

The experience of different writers with regard 
to the co-existence of canker with grease varies 
greatly. I think, in the case of continental reports. 
due allowance must be made for the fact that their 
horses have less hair on the legs than our heavy 
breeds, and this explains their freedom from grease. 
Very often in this country canker appears to be 
secondary to grease ; it is assumed that the offensive 
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Case 3.—Brown cart horse. Disease in existence for 
2} months. No grease or injury. Off fore foot. Dressed 
10 times, twice a week, from April 25th to May 25th, 
1922. Lost 10 half-days’ work. 


APR. 25 - DRESSING. MAY © DRESSING. 


MAY 13 - 67 DRESSING. MAY 17-7* DRESSING 


Y 


MAY 20-6" DRESSING. 


liquid, constantly attacking the horn around the heels 
and cleft of the frog, at last breaks down its resistance. 
The prevention and treatment of grease are not 
within the scope of the present paper, but mild 
emulsified soap-paraffin preparations for leg mange, 
with a high standard of attention to hairy legs and mild 
antiseptic sedative emollient applications for early 
grease, will no doubt help in the end to lessen the 
incidence of canker. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. W. R. Davis, M.R.C.V.S., opened the discussion. 
He began by remarking that Mr. Pillers said that 
canker was chiefly of importance to town practitioners. 
He assured them that the other practitioners also got 
a considerable number of cases of canker, and they 
made attempts to treat them successfully. They 
met cases of canker that town practitioners did not ; 
cases of canker in young horses which had done very 
little work. In towns the affected animals were 
adults or old horses. According to the essayist, 
canker was a local infection brought about by a break 
in the continuity of the horn. He said, further on, 
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Case 4.—Chestnut van horse. Near fore foot affected 
for nearly 12 months, and both hind for a somewhat 
less period. Bi-weekly dressings, May 5th to 23rd, 
1922 =6, then once weekly, until June 20th =3; a total 
of 9 dressings. Cured June 20th. 


NEAR FORE 


MAY 16-4 DRESSING. 


MAY 5 - DRESSING. 


MAY 23-6" DRESSING. MAY 30-7" DRESSING. 


JUNE 6"-8" DRESSING, 


that systematic conditions might so influence the 
horn of the foot as to make it an easy prey to injury. 
Burgi was quoted as stating that “exposure to 
irritation may start the precess ; that there must be 
some defect of the horn; and that moisture and 
fermentation cause destruction of the horn.” 

Quoting Reeks, the author said that the disease of 
this superficial layer was infected with a material 
that might reasonably be presumed to be infective. 
His own view was that canker was not a local infection 
by some specific irritant gaining access through a 
break in the horny covering, but that it was the result 
of some morbid element in the blood that was certainly 
conveyed by heredity. 

The disease, as Mr. Villers admitted, was closely 
allied to grease, and of all maladies of the horse 
grease was the one that could be proved to be heredit- 
ary. Although he admitted that humidity and 
fermentation were determining factors in the pro- 
duction of canker, the cause lay in the blood. As 
to the nature of the disease, Mr. Pillers told them that 
it was similar to grease, and that some cases of canker 
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MAY 5 ~ DRESSING. 


MAY [6 - 47 DRESSING. 


MAY 23-6" DRESSING. 


MAY 30 -7™ DRESSING. 


JUNE DRESSING 


uppeared to be secondary to grease. Grease was, 
in fact, a reaction on the part of the skin of certain 
areas only to some irritant circulating in the blood, 
and so canker was a reaction of the keratogenous 
membrane to a similar irritant. In both cases there 
was enlargement and proliferation of papillae. In 
grease they were known as “ grapes”; in canker, 
although they did not enjoy a name, they all knew 
them. According to the essayist, the production 
of the enlarged and proliferated papille in canker 
resulted from the removal of the normal pressure of 
the horn—“ shedding of a diseased horn and removal 
of the pressure exerted by the hoof faces us with 
hypertrophy of the exposed villi.” He entirely 
dissented from this view, and would ask whether grapes 
were due to loss of normal pressure of the cuticle, and 
if so, why did they not get them after severe burns ? 
He would also ask, why were suppurating conditions 
in the foot, with exposure of the secretory membrane, 
not followed by proliferating papille? They all 
knew that the tissues reacted differently to different 
irritants. As might be seen in Mr. Pillers’ illus- 
trations on pages 21 to 26, canker always began in the 
meridian cleft of the frog where the velvet dipped into 
the cushion ; from there it spread to the whole of that 
body, which was soon denuded of horn, and from the 
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Y 


JUNE 6~ 87 DRESSING 


lateral lacunze it extended to involve the bars and 
afterwards the sole. Following the white line from 
the bars, it affected the lacunze and might, and in 
fact often did, appear at the coronet. It was always 
at the bars and the side of the frog that Mr. Pillers’ 
cases appeared to be most persistent. In nearly all 
the cases that he had treated the place where the 
disease was most persistent was the seat of corn. 
The essayist said that the terms benign and incurable, 
as applied to canker, were excuses for error. If the 
interpretation of this statement was that there was no 
difference in the virulence of the process, he must 
disagree. His experience led him to think that some 
cases were much more amenable to treatment than 
others. As to treatment, Mr. Pillers, on page 5, 
told them that nothing would be gained by detailing 
a long list of cases, and this after the statement on 
page 4 that he was only writing for those who had 
not obtained a certain proficiency. His own opinion 
was that details of the appearance of different parts 
of the affected foot at first, how the diseased parts 
were dealt with, and how at subsequent dressings they 
appeared would have been most instructive and useful. 
For instance, a horse with both hind frogs denuded 
of horn, greatly enlarged, discharging from the cleft, 
was presented to the person Mr. Pillers was writing 
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for. He desired to adopt the treatment recommended, 
and, having had the wall lowered as described, he 
was confronted with the bulging spongy frog. He 
turned to the paper for information, when he was told 
that the abnormal tissue was to be reduced and 
thoroughly cleaned up. One could hardly blame the 
poor man if he grumbled about the inexactitude of 
the directious. He was confident that if Mr. Pillers, 
instead of giving them the pictures, had detailed all 
the means adopted to cure the cases, he would have 
done much more to earn their gratitude. If, as 
the author stated on page 7, access to stocks or an 
operating table was a sine qua non in the treatment 
of canker, then to the very great majority of veterinary 
surgeons his essay came as a counsel of despair. 
Many of them treated, and successfully treated, 
canker on farms or at forges near to farms. He did 
not mean to say that stocks were not of the greatest 
service, but he maintained that the disability arising 
from their absence was not enough to prevent their 
curing the malady. It seemed to him that in many 
cases the foot could not be properly dressed with the 
shoe on. Suppose the disease had run along the 
white line or under-run the sole there, or that the wall 
was affected, it must surely be necessary to dress the 
parts before nailing the shoe on. He preferred to use 
pieces of cotton wool soaked in whatever dressing 
was used, and push them well home into the depths of 
the diseased parts before the shoe was on. Although 
crude carbolic acid was used by the author, he stated 
that probably other reagents were quite as good. 
Most of them had seen canker cured by a variety of 
drugs. The method and thoroughness of appli- 
cation counted for much. If one could obtain a 
pressure sufficient to keep the dressing well in 
apposition to the diseased surfaces, he believed it was 
unnecessary to trouble about imitating the pressure 
exerted by the normal horn. As a matter of fact, 
two of the worse cases of canker that he ever treated 
never had a shoe on until they were cured. The 
dressings were kept on by pieces of stout sacking ; 
and the animals bedded on sawdust. He thought 
it was generally held that it was good to work the 
patient. He would like Mr. Pillers’ opinion on that 
point. Sometimes the owner of a good horse, the 
subject of the disease, was willing to lay the horse off. 
He believed they could get all their cases better more 
quickly if the horses were put in a box, bedded on 
sawdust and not worked. As to prevention of the 
disease, he considered that was of the greatest impor- 
tance, and in the first line came the question of 
hereditary predisposition. The indication was not 
to breed from greasy-legged sires or dams. In 
speaking about prevention, the author said “the 
preservation of a whole and healthy frog is, therefore, 
important in the prevention of the disease.” The 
cleft was the part that needed watching, for here, 
where the velvety tissue slipped into the central 
lacuna of the plantar cushion, was where canker 
invariably started. 

Mr. 8. E. Sampson said he would have liked Mr. 
Pillers to have mentioned the name of a gentleman 


who was responsible for the success which practitioners 
had obtained in the treatment of canker. He referred 
to Chadwick, of Manchester. He personally had 
the advantage of using stocks. He preferred to cast 
a horse and put it under a general anesthetic. They 
got the horn removed quicker and better and with 
less hemorrhage. He generally used rolls of tow, 
but during the war he resorted to cotton wool,and found 
it produced equally good results. It could be got 
down into the crevices better. He was turning 
round in his ideas of treatment. They did not want 
the great amount of pressure which some thought 
they must have. The list of reagents Mr. Pillers 
gave was a formidable one. He would have pre- 
ferred him to have confined himself to four or five 
known and tried reagents. Could Mr. Pillers explain the 
recurrence of canker in a supposed cured case, after 
a lapse of some time ? He had an open mind on the 
question of heredity. He had treated two cases 
where the sire had canker. 

Mr. GuNNING said he was about to send for the 
knacker when Mr. Pillers’ paper reached him. He 
wrote to Mr. Pillers and treated the horse according 
to his treatment. After eight dressings the animal 
was practically better. The heel healed up in 
about two dressings. 


THE REPLY. 


Mr. PiLteRs agreed with Professor Reynolds that 
it was discouraging to have hardly any discussion on 
one’s paper. He had not written it for his own good. 
He thanked Mr. Davis for the way he had opened the 
discussion. He had not raised many, very many, 
objections. Grapes was certainly not canker, so 
he had passed it. There were any amount of different 
views regarding canker. Personally speaking, he 
had seen some cases put in stocks and treated and 
cured. That was why he thought that stocks were 
essential. He did not care what dressing they used. 
With regard to working or not working, it did not 
much matter. At the central meeting he attributed 
the treatment to Chadwick, when he was told it was 
used by Budd in the year of Waterloo. He had gone 
back to Budd. At the present time he was using a 
layer of cotton wool next to the diseased tissue. He 
emphasised the need of even pressure; otherwise 
they might get necrosis. If a recurrence of canker 
occurred after a lapse of two years, one felt it was 
a re-infection. He hoped they would try the treat- 
ment, and not say it was no good unless they had 
learned to do it exactly. Some failed in essential 
features until they got hold of it. He admitted 
the subject of canker was very near his heart. 


Zoroaster, the First Veterinary Surgeon ? 


Professor Breasted, in his book “ Ancient Times,” 
says is characteristic of the horse-loving 
Iranians that Zoroaster is said to have finally con- 
verted one of their great kings by miraculously 
healing the king’s crippled horse. The new faith had 
gained a firm footing before the prophet’s (veterinary 
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surgeon’s) death, however, and before 700 B.C. it 
was the leading religion among the Medes in the 
mountains of the Fertile Crescent.” 


A note in a recent issue of the Veterinary Record 
mentions the Ethiopians as an early horse-loving 
people. In early times the Iranians or Ayrans round 
the Caspian Sea and, later, the Hittites of Asia Minor, 
were the horse breeders and horse trainers and chariot 
makers (from 2000 B.C.) for the world. The 
Phoenicians purchased remounts, horsemen and 
chariots from these people, and shipped them all over 
the then known world, bartering them to warlike 
peoples for enormous rewards. They supplied the 
early Greeks, the Philistines, the Egyptians, and, no 
doubt, other nations further afield. 


Ezekiel mentions a merchant prince of Tyre—one 
Togarmah, “ who sold horses, horsemen and mules.”’ 
It is believed that in most cases the horseman was 
sold with the horse, and this was probably the origin 
of the head of the man on the horse in Greek sculpture. 


There is evidence that trained war horses com- 
manded great prices in the ancient world, and a man 
like Togarmah, who possessed them, was a prince 
among his fellows. We can see this clearly in the 
case of Zoroaster, who had no great success as a 
missionary until he cured the king’s horse. We know 
that a man will stick to his religious belief against all 
compulsion, but, apparently, the ancients put the 
welfare of their horses even before their spiritual 


bias. 
G. 


National Milk Conference. 


One of the most instructive conferences on the 
milk question ever held in this country is that 
announced to take place in the Council Chamber of 
the Guildhall, on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
October 16th, 17th, and 18th. The subject will be 
considered in almost every aspect, from questions 
relating to dairy herds to the handling of milk, its 
chemical composition and food values. Each aspect 
will be dealt with by an expert, and it is hoped that 
many attending will take part in the discussions 
to follow the reading of each paper. 

We would again urge all who are interested in the 
milk question and who desire to attend this conference, 
to write immediately for the necessary application 
form, to Miss H. M. Williams, Hon. Secretary, 3 
Bedford Square, London, W.C.1, as admission is 
only by ticket obtainable on or before Thursday, 
October 12th. No tickets will be issued during the 
Conference itself. either at the Guildhall or at 3 Bedford 
Square. Accommodation is limited, and there is a 
great demand for tickets, so early application is 
desirable ; this applies to both members of the con- 
ference and non-members, to whom tickets will be 
issued in order of application, though members’ 
tickets will be given out first. 


The Veterinary Record. 
7th October, 1922, 


THE MODEL ABATTOIR 
SOCIETY. 


The Model Abattoir Society was founded in 1886 
by that prophet among early sanitarians, whose 
enlightened humanity and deep science enabled him 
to construct in vision a City of Hygeia with a death- 
rate of 8 per 1,000. Such a city now exists, but at 
the time of its imagination a mortality so low was 
regarded as a dream impossible of fulfilment. 

Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson was a man of 
medicine who did much to advance the medical 
art; introducing new drugs, new treatments and 
new methods of anesthesia into practice. He was 
also a sanitarian and humanitarian, and in these 
aspects the story of his life will be reviewed by Sir 
William Collins in a memorial lecture to be given in 
the Barnes Hall of the Royal Society of Medicine, 
on Thursday, 12th, at 5 p.m. 

Sir James Crichton Browne, as President of the 
Model Abattoir Society, will take the chair, supported 
by the Chairman of Committee, Professor H. R. 
Kenwood, by members of the Society, and by many 
distinguished persons known in connection with 
movements for justice to animals and promoting 
purity of food supplies. 

Admission to the lecture is free, and invitations 
may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, the Rev. 
George Martin, M.A., St. John’s Vicarage, Kilburn. 

The objects of the Model Abattoir Society are :— 

(a) To induce the public to insist on the erection of 
Public Abattoirs in all places where they do not 
already exist, so that the private slaughterhouse 
system, generally, may be abolished. 

(6b) To demonstrate the healthiest, the most con- 
venient, the most humane, and, from all practical 
points of view, the best lairage for animals that are 
waiting to be slaughtered. 

(c) To illustrate and teach the most rapid, skilled 
and humane methods of slaughtering all kinds of 
animals intended for human food. 

(d) To bring into practical working every improved 
method for dressing and preserving the carcases of 
animals, so that the flesh may enter the market in 
the best condition. 

(e) To show the importance of providing slaugh- 
terers with proper conveniences for washing and 
cleaning themselves, the necessity of lavatories, and 
abundant hot and cold water supply. 
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(/) To promote the most complete method for 
the quick removal from the slaughterhouse of offal, 
blood, and other refuse, which undergoes rapid 
decomposition. 


(g) To insist on the necessity of a systematic and 
scientific inspection of all animals for food, and to 
induce local authorities to form a staff of competent 
inspectors for that purpose, so that no meat. shall 
enter the market carrying with it the taint of disease. 


(hk) To advocate the best means of warming, 
ventilating, cleansing and draining the abattoir and 
lair connected with it. 

(¢) To advocate improvements in places where 
the meat is stored after being dressed, and the best 
method of keeping it in a satisfactory condition. 


Very useful pioneer work was done by the Society 
in the period from its foundation to the outbreak of 
the war. Since 1914 no special steps have been 
taken, but the President and Committee feel that 
the time has arrived for an active propaganda, so 
that the good progress made in the past in educating 
the public as to the need of more humanity in the 
slaughter of animals for food, and of better hygiene 
and economy in the inspection, handling and dis- 
tribution of meat, may be pushed on to get better 
results and to a fuller realisation of the anticipations 
of the Founder who, over fifty years ago, read a 
paper before the Medical Society of London on his 
* Researches into a practical method of killing 
animals intended for kuman consumption, without 
the infliction of pain.” 

In this paper Richardson recommended and 
outlined methods of narcotising which have not yet 
obtained for beasts killed for food, though they have 
been fully established in regard to the destruction 
of domestic animals. 

Subsequently, the inventor of the lethal chamber 
favoured the killing of cattle, sheep and pigs by 
pistols and masks of the kind now very generally 
used. Yet he never lost faith that a still kindlier 
narcotism would one day become the universal mode 
of slaughter, and he believed it to be the mission of 
science to advance, even against hope, “ otherwise 
the continents of darkness were never touched by 
her light.” 

The “ Dark Continent” of private slaughter- 
house methods has yet to be lighted by the know- 
ledge and mercy which the Model Abattoir Society 
aims to kindle. 

It is hoped that the establishment of the Annual 
Benjamin Ward Richardson Lecture will do much 
to promote the objects of the Society. 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 
The Editor will be glad to receive from members and others 
ontributions to this column of reporte of interesting cases 


A Case of Virulent Distemper. 


By Capt. Hamitron Kirk, M.R.C.V.S., 67 Wigmore 
Street, W.1. 


In response to an urgent call, I visited a house 
recently in which I found excitement and_ terror 
reigning supreme, 

Subject.-The cause of the disturbance was a small 
seven months old male sheep dog. 

Symptoms and Treatment..-Was writhing in most 
violent convulsions, biting at everything and every- 
body, racing round the room emitting hysterical 
howls, then falling to the ground, foaming at the 
mouth, and racing madly with all four limbs. Upon 
my arrival this had been going on for half an hour 
or more without cessation. I immediately removed 
the patient in a cab to my surgery, where an assistant 
applied chloroform vapour to the nostrils, whilst I 
injected one grain of morphia. Examination of the 
dog revealed the pulse rate at 265 and the temperature 
at 108°F. The heat of the body was intense, 
especially at the nape of the neck, and I countered 
this with ice packs around the cranium and along the 
spine. Nystagmus was very evident and persistent. 
After 20 minutes of this treatment, the convulsion 
had not satisfactorily abated, so I injected 24 minims 
of B.P. tinct. of aconite to reduce the temperature. 
At the end of 45 minutes, although the dog was 
conscious, and much calmer, nystagmus was. still 
present, and the jaws and limbs still worked involun- 
tarily. The morphia now appeared to be exerting 
its narcotic influence, and at the expiration of an hour 
and a quarter, I considered I could safely leave the 
patient and retire to bed—the hour being late. 

Two hours later, [ was informed, the dog had expired. 

Post-mortem.-The next morning a post-mortem 
was made which entirely upset my first diagnosis. 
When the dog was first seen, I naturally concluded 
the seizure was one of epilepsy, though later, in view 
of the very high temperature, I was greatly puzzled 
and undecided. At autopsy I examined first the 
brain, the left side of which showed acute congestion—- 
a condition which was absent on the right cerebrum, 
though two hemorrhages were observed in the right 
cranial cavity. The pharynx was deeply inflamed ; 
under surface of the tongue, the eyeballs and nasal 
mucous membrane were unusually hyperemic ; the 
thymus gland was dark and congested, and assumed 
larger proportions than I have ever before seen in a 
dog of that size. It measured roughly 1} inches by 
3 inches, and looked like a lobe of congested lung. 
The lungs were normal ; heart also normal in point of 
size, but the endothelium of the left ventricle was 
inflamed, petechiz visible on pericardium 
and auricular muscle; in the abdominal cavity the 
whole uterus and the bladder were deeply inflamed, 
whilst the kidneys, though otherwise apparently 
healthy, were very engorged with blood. The 


- 
| 
| A 
— 
| = : 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


752 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


October 7, 1922 


mesenteric glands were enlarged in some cases to the 
size of a cob nut, and very dark red in colour ; cecum 
showed peculiar nodular white patches; spleen 
and intestines normal; stomach acutely inflamed 
on its mucous coat, with numerous hemorrhages on 
its serous coat. Such a morbid anatomy, combined 
with the history of fits, and the fact that on the day 
previous the dog had seemed quiet and out of condition, 
with a dry hot nose and loss of appetite, leads me to 
the conclusion that I have been dealing with one of 
those virulent and rapidly fatal attacks of distemper, 
in which the unfortunate animal dies of convulsions 
within 48 hours, and before any other serious second- 
ary infection has had time to become manifest. 

Sir John M’Fadyean kindly undertook a bacterio- 
logical investigation of the organs, but failed to 
detect any organism other than a large type of bacillus, 
which was most probably a post-mortem invader. 


Association Reports. 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


CounciL MEETING. 

The President, Dr. O. CHarNocK BRADLEY, occupied 
the chair at a meeting of the Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, which was held at 
Bath, on August Ist, 1922, and the following members 
were present :—Messrs. W. Woods, Hugh Begg, 
F. T. Harvey, W. P. Stableforth, Professor R. G. 
Linton, Messrs. A. W. Noel Pillers, M. Robinson, 
Hy. Sumner, Hugh P. Hogben, Major G. W. Dunkin, 
Messrs. W. D. Kees, Edwin Sayer, C. E. Perry, Major 
F. J. Taylor, Messrs. E. J. Thorburn, Frederick 
Leeds Gooch, Major F. T. G. Hobday, Messrs. G. H. 
Livesey, W. 8S. Stevens, Major-General Sir J. L. 
Blenkinsop, Messrs. J. C. Coleman, Geo. Howie, A. 
S. Adams, J. Willett, S. H. Slocock, G. H. Locke, 
Frederick Tonar, J. J. Aveston, Joseph Abson, and 
C. Roberts ( Visitor). 

The Secretary read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

The CHatRMAN: The minutes of the previous nteet- 
ing have been printed and have appeared in the 
Record. Is it so desired that I sign them as correct ? 
(Aye.) 

The Secretary: I have received apologies for 
absence from Colonel Brittlebank, Major Ascott, 
Messrs. A. Gofton, G. P. Male, J. W. McIntosh, F. 
Willett and R. Hughes. 

The CuarrMAN: The Secretary’s report has been 
printed and circulated with the notice convening the 
meeting. We have to receive it and adopt it for sub- 
mission to the general meeting to-morrow. Are 
there any suggestions as to how we shall deal with it ? 


‘Shall we deal with it paragraph by paragraph ? 


(Agreed.) 
With reference to the paragraph dealing with 


“*The Special Committee for consideration of the 


methods of Distribution of Biological Products,” 
Mr. Livesey said: “I should like to ask when it is 
likely we shall have a report on that, or is it possible 
to get an interim report ?” 

The CHarrmMan: I doubt very much whether it 
would be of any value if an interim report were given. 
All that can be said is that certain steps have been 
taken. I may say quite frankly that so far the 
Committee have not done very much. _ I personally 
question whether much can be done. That will 
not alter the paragraph in the Secretary’s report. 

Professor Hoppay, making reference to the 
paragraph dealing with the enforcing of the Animals 
(Anesthetics) Act, said: “I would like to draw the 
attention of the meeting to the fact that one charge, 
the first of its kind I believe, has been brought for- 
ward, on July 4th, against a farmer for docking a 
horse without the application of an anesthetic. The 
bench dismissed the case, but said that the law had 
to be enforced. This is the first case, so that notice 
is being taken of it. One other case was of a man in 
Lancashire brought up and fined for docking his dog. 

The CHarRMAN: It is good to know that some action 
is being taken. 

Continuing, the Chairman said : The last paragraph 
(re membership) is about as satisfactory as we can 
expect. You remember we made a pious resolution 
twelve months ago that we were going to increase that 
figure of 1,115 to 2,230. Pious resolutions are not 
always capable of being carried out, but the increase 
in the membership is satisfactory, taking everything 
into account. At the same time I feel there is no 
reason whatsoever why we should not touch 2,000 
before twelve months from this date. Two-thirds 
is not too much to expect. I do not know whether 
there are any comments to be made under this heading 
of membership ? 

I do not know whether you fully appreciate the 
second part of that first paragraph referring to the 
circulation of The Veterinary Record. “ This num- 
ber has now increased to 1,700, only 60 less than at 
the time that the paper was acquired by the Associ- 
ation.” I dare say some might think that is a very 
unsatisfactory condition of things. But you remem- 
ber when we took it over we were quite prepared 
for some considerable diminution in the numbers. 
I think that was one of the things we were expecting, 
and it is eminently satisfactory that the number in 
the second year is only 60 less. There is no reason 
why it should not increase very considerably. Will 
some one move that the Secretary’s report be received 
and adopted for transmission to the annual meeting ? 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that the report 
be received and adopted. 

The The Treasurer’s statement will 
have to be taken as it stands, because personally 
I am not able to amplify it. But I think it speaks 
for itself. I put the Treasurer’s statement. You 
will be able to ask such questions as occur to you 
now the Treasurer is here to answer them himself. 
Do you wish to amplify the prints now in the hands 
of the members of the Council, Professor Wooldridge ? 
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The TReAsuRER: I do not think there is anything 
particular to add to it. Perhaps one or two questions 
may arise. On the first page were debited liabilities, 
“ Petty cash account overdrawn 3/11,’ whereas on 
the other side occurs “Cash at bank, petty cash 
account, £15 3s. 6d.” It might appear a question 
whether we can be overdrawn and have money in 
hand. The explanation is a very simple one. There 
is a special petty cash account in the bank, drawn 
upon by the office from week to week. The week 
the accounts were made up the account happened to 
be overdrawn, and the staff of the office advanced 
out of their own pockets 3/11, in spite of the fact 
that there was a balance in hand in the petty cash 
account. This is the only point that occurs to me 
that may appear curious. If there are any points 
I can elaborate, I shall be pleased to do so. I must 
apologise for being late, but the train has only just 
arrived. [regret to say I shall noi be here to-morrow. 
I have to return to London to-night, and I have come 
down specially in case any questions arise. 

The CHAIRMAN: We are very grateful to the 
Treasurer for setting forth the facts so clearly and for 
taking the trouble to appear here for a short time. 
I suppose the statement that will give most. satis- 
faction is that wherein the Treasurer congratulates 
the Association on the state of its finances; Professor 
Wooldridge has been an admirable and ideal Treasurer 
in that not one word of his congratulation is ever 
forced. 

Mr. Prtiers: I should like to ask, on behalf of 
another member, seeing the office staff costs £539 14s., 
and there is £163 expense of reporting proceedings 
at meetings, whether one or other of the staff cannot 
report some of these meetings, and thus save some of 
the £163 ? : 

The TREASURER: The salaries of the office staff 
and the general office expenditure appears to be a 
very large item. It includes other official expen- 
diture than salaries. When the Congress is being 
held the office staff is more than fully employed, 
and it is impossible for them to be away. Reporting 
the proceedings, which is a large item, has always 
to be done by a competent reporter ; otherwise they 
would get nothing but a garbled account. It is the 
transcription that costs a great deal. I have made 
representations to the reporters, but we cannot 
expect a very big reduction. 

Mr. Pitiers: Is it for meetings outside London ?. 

The TreasuRER: Mainly. Another thing is the 
meetings of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
They are taken by our own reporiers. It may be 
said we get the same report. That is what is done. 
Representations were made to the official reporters 
for their transcription and copy to be sent to us. 
They have a union and a rate of charges, and their 
union insists that they charge the full fee for each 
copy supplied to the various bodies they send reports 
to. In any case the full charge would have to be 
paid according to the reporters’ ruling, and the only 
redress I can get is that they will remit the charge 
for the attendance of the reporter. 


Mr. PitterRs: Could not the R.C.V.S. give us a 
report afterwards ? 

The TREASURER: They would have to pay for the 
duplicate copy. 

Mr. Pitters: It is really for reporting meetings 
of the R.C.V.S. ? 

The TreEAsuRER: It includes that. The bulk 
is reporting the general meeting, some of the Council 
meetings, and some of the R.C.V.S. meetings. — It 
is alarge item. Ido not know how we are to get out 
of it. In pre-war times we paid £70 or £80, so it 
is not a huge increase. 

A Memser: Perhaps the Treasurer would give us 
some idea if in future he would be able to reduce the 
asset item marked ‘ Goodwill and Copyrights in the 


Veterinary Record,” standing at £500. It seems to: 


me as a business proposition it would be better to 
write that down so that it would not be simply a 
paper asset, but actually a realisable asset at as early 
a date as possible. 

The TREASURER: That would be quite contrary 
to the general policy. It is not a bricks and mortar 
asset that is depreciating. This is the amount we 
have paid for it. So far as I am aware it is not likely 
to depreciate ; in fact, it should appreciate. The 
auditors themselves informed me that the correct 
thing to do was to write it down at cost. I don’t 
see what else you can do. It is not getting worth 
less and less, and there is no “ fabric” to be main- 
tained. 

A MemBer: It is not an asset you can realise at 
any moment, like stock. 

The TREASURER: That is a matter of opinion 
entirely. If any one wanted the paper, they would 
have to pay that amount. Whether we can get it 
at any moment is another question. 

The CHAIRMAN: May I take it we receive and adopt 
this report and submit it to the annual meeting ¢ 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the 
report be adopted. 

The TREASURER: Before we pass on there is another 
matter I should like to draw attention to, viz. : 
the fact ihat the balance sheet is signed by only the 
professional auditor. We have also a non-professional 
auditor, Professor Macqueen. But it appears to 
me now that it is absolutely ludicrous to have a 
non-professional as well as a professional auditor. 
The non-professional auditor cannot possibly question 
the professional auditor. At the time we had only 
non-professional auditors it was more than useful 
to have two to collaborate and draw up the accounts. 
When a professional auditor was appointed, in order 
that it should not be too big a change, it was agreed 
that one of the non-professional auditors should be 
included as auditor. Now | think it is quite un- 
necessary, and it would be just as well if the thing 
were remedied. 

The CHatRMAN: We cannot alter it. Two auditors 
are provided for in the constitution. 

The Treasurer: I think they are unnecessary 
and undesirable. 

The CHarrMAN: We cannot help it now. 
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The TrReasurRER: When the books are in two or 
three places it is easy to ask a professional auditor 
to go and inspect them, but when you ask non- 
professional auditors to go round and do these things, 
it is quite another matter. 

The CHatRMAN : You will have to alter the Articles 
of Association. 

The TREASURER: Does it mean that the accounts 
are not in order ? 

The CHatrMAN: There is nothing in the Articles 
of Association that they should be signed by both. 
(Reading from the Article of Association) ‘“ Two 
auditors, one of whom shall be a professional account- 
ant, to certify to the correctness of the accounts of 
the Association, shall be appointed by the Annual 
General Meeting. The provisions of Sections 112 
and 113 of the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908, 
shall apply to and be observed by the Association.” 
What those provisions are I do not know. 

The TreasurER: They are followed by the pro- 
fessional auditor. 

The CuarrMan: It may be according to the letter 
and not to the spirit. We have had a motion before 
us, and you have accepted it, and I have accepted the 
passing of it. 

The CHatrmMan: Now for the nominations of 
officers. In the first place, I want to suggest—and 
the suggestion I am quite sure you will all follow most 
heartily—that the name we put forward to the 
General Meeting for the new President is that of 
Mr. Henry Sumner. (Applause.) There are many 
reasons why [ make it. Because Mr. Sumner happens 
to be Mr. Sumner in the first place, and you all quite 
well realise what that means. But there is a further 
reason, a reason of policy, of diplomacy, call it what 
you like—viz., that he is President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and I think, if not for 
all time, certainly for the next few years it is exceeding- 
ly desirable that we should have the same head as 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Need 
I enlarge upon the reasons for having the two offices 
in one person? So without any further recom- 
mendation or commendation I shall move formally 
from the chair that to-morrow we submit the name 
of Mr. Henry Sumner as the new President of the 
National Association. (Applause.) I do not think I 
need put that to you, but take it for granted that it 
is carried. 

The CHatrMAN: Now the nominations for Vice- 
Presidents. The present Vice-Presidents are 

The GeneRAL SecretTARY: Sir Stewart Stockman, 
Mr. W. A. Taylor, Mr. Andrew Watson (deceased), 
and Mr. Arthur Gofton. 

The CHarrMAN: There are three of the former 
Vice-Presidents living and eligible for re-election. 
“ Each Vice-President shall hold office for one year, 
but shall be eligible for re-election unless he shall 
have been Vice-President for three successive years, 
in which case he shall be ineligible for the ensuing 
twelve months.” I will take suggestions for 
nominations. 


Professor WOOLDRIDGE: [ propose the nomination 
of the four Presidents of branches as Vice-Presidents 
of this Association. 

The CHatrMAN: I put it to you. (Agreed.) 

The CHatrMAN: In the case of the next officer 
there is no question what you are going to do. Per- 
sonally I know what we are going to do. (Agreed.) 
This referred to the Treasurer. 

The CHatRMAN: In the case of the next officer 
(the General Secretary) there is also no question what 
is going to be done. (Applause.) 

The CHarRMAN: With regard to the Assistant 
Secretary, what does the General Secretary suggest ? 

The GeNERAL SECRETARY: My colleague, Mr. Allen, 
is acting as Assistant Secretary. I suggest he should 
continue. He is very anxious to help. 

The CHatRMAN: You agree to that? (Yes.) 

The TreAsurER: Respecting the Auditors, what 
notice would be required to alter the particular Article? 

The CHAtRMAN : It is an interesting point that does 
not seem to have occurred to anybody. When you 
compare the Memorandum of Association and the 
Articles of Association they are not quite in cognisance. 
I will read you what the Memorandum says: “ True 
accounts shall be kept to the sums of money received 
and expended by the Association,” and so on: “ Once 
at least in every year the accounts of the Association 
shall be examined and the correctness of the Balance 
Sheet ascertained by one or more properly qualified 
Auditor or Auditors.” The Memorandum says 
“one or more.” T expect this is over-ridden by the 
Articles of Association, which says there must be two. 
Now I cannot on the spur of the moment find whai 
notice would be required for changing the Articles. 
You might put it back to the Council at another 
meeting. 

In the meantime we can appoint one auditor, 
viz., the professional auditor. Would you suggest 
we have the same? (Agreed.) We can take up 
the whole question and get a solicitor’s opinion. 

The CuarrMaNn: The following resolution has been 
received from the Mid-West and South Wales Veter- 
inary Association :— 

“That the members of the Mid-West and South 
Wales Veterinary Association consider the October 
meeting of the Council of the N.V.M.A. was of 
irregular character, in which the representatives 
of this Association on that body did not receive 
any notice of that meeting, and that this Associ- 
ation does not agree with the decision arrived at, 
whereby the N.V.M.A. compromised their liability 
in a threatened libel suit by a breach of confidence. 
Also that where the notice was received the agenda 
did not convey the serious importance of the business 
of the meeting, in that a threatened libel suit was 
not specified thereon: and that a copy of this 
resolution be sent to the N.V.M.A.” 

Mr. CoteMAN asked if a member could render 
himself liable to a slander suit if the proceedings of 
that meeting were reported ? 

The CHatrrMAN: I hope no members will put 
themselves in that undesirable position. I should 
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be very sorry. This is a public meeting in so far as 
all the members are entitled to know what takes 
place, unless we resolve ourselves into a committee, 
a thing I should deprecate very much. I should 
ask that the discussion, if any, should be absolutely 
open. 

Mr. Rees: I would like to ask the Secretary if it 
is a fact that the representatives of this Association 
did not receive a notice of the meeting? IT think 
there must have been some oversight, some mistake 
about it. 

The GeneraL Secretary: The person responsible 
for sending out the notices informs me that they 
were sent out as usual, 

The CHatrMAN: So far as you know there has been 
no omission in transmitting the notices ? 

The GeNneRAL Secretary: No. The Articles of 
Association say: “ A notice shall be deemed 
to have been served at the time when the letter, 
postcard, or wrapper containing the same would have 
been delivered in the ordinary course of post, and in 
proving such service it shall be sufficient to prove 
that the letter, postcard, or wrapper containing the 
notice was properly addressed and posted.” 

Mr. Apams: I ask your ruling. TI received an 
invitation to the meeting. Tam only here by courtesy. 
Is it your ruling that I can take part in the proceedings? 

The CuatrMan: That is a difficult question. "Tt 
would be entirely according to the wish of the Council. 
If the Council desire you shall be heard, I am in the 
hands of the Council. Is it the wish of the Council 
that we should hear this member of the Association 
who has been invited? (Agreed.) 

Mr. Apams: [ should like to ask the Secretary if 
all the members of the Mid-West and South Wales 
Association received notice of this meeting ? 

The GENERAL Secretary: To the best of my 
knowledge and belief, yes. 

Mr. Apams: I say then that they have not. One 
of the members on your books has not received notice 
of this particular meeting—one of the representatives 
of the Mid-West on your Council has not received 
notice of this Council meeting. 

The Cratrman: Is his name in the office as one of 
the representatives ? 

Mr. Apams: The office and the Secretary have been 
notified and confirmed the name many months ago. 

The GENERAL SEcRETARY: The person responsible 
for sending out the notices does not know one member 


from another. She sends out the correct number of - 


notices and ticks them off on the list, and the postage 
book, of course, has to tally with it. Beyond that I 
cannot tell you anything. All I can tell you is that 
the miscarriages are something like three per cent. 
on the average. I am aware that in one case the 
notices went wrong to the members of one Association. 
It is almost incredible that one individual should 
have been singled out on this occasion also. We get 
about twenty complaints concerning the non-delivery 
of the Record weekly, and these are despatched by 
experts. So far as the machinery is concerned, I 
cannot see what can be done to make it better. 


The CHarrMAN: Of course, you see the Council 
cannot hold responsible the Secretary for the non- 
delivery of letters put in the post. The only way to 
discover whether they were put into the post is to 
obtain a certificate from the Post Office, which I 
think is a very difficult matter. 

Mr. The Secretary says something, 
about “she.” Would not the Secretary be absolutely 
responsible 2? It seems to me that he has put it 
on to somebody else. 

The TREASURER: Surely you cannot expect the 
Secretary to write all the envelopes, stick on the stamps, 
and tick off the list every time notices have to go out ? 
He has got a responsible staff who must have some 
duties to perform without being over-ridden to that 
extent. One knows how things go wrong with 


regard to office work. You cannot expect the, 


Secretary to do it all. 

Mr. REEs was understood to ask whether the notices 
were sent in insufficient time to reach a certain 
individual. 

The CHarrMan: I am going to ask you whether 
you are going to move a resolution. This resolution 
passed on to us, strictly speaking, requires no con- 
sideration by the Council. It does not ask us to 
take any action. It is just an expression of opinion. 
Unless a resolution is going to be moved, then I think 
we shall have to pass on to the next business. We 
will proceed to the resolution of the Central Division. 

Mr. Prtters: Before we go on it ought to be made 
clear that it is possible that a gentleman residing in 
the same town of the same name received the notice 
and put it in the waste paper basket. 

Mr. Aveston: No representative of the Mid-West 
and South Wales Association received any notice of 
the meeting complained of. Surely they could not 
all go wrong. Geographically they are widely dis- 
tributed. I think an explanation is necessary. 

The CuatrrMan: What do you want ? 

Mr. Apams: Only by your courtesy am I allowed 
to speak. I do say this: this resolution from the 
Mid-West should receive your careful consideration. 
It is for the Council here to discuss it. I do not want 
to trespass on the members’ _Benerosity. 

Sir Layton Bienxrinsop: As there appears to be 
a certain amount of feeling in this matter, I propose 
that the Secretary be instructed to write to this 
Association and explain how these notices were sent 
out and apologise if they did not receive them. 

The CHatrMAN: Can we be told by the Mid-West 
whether this has already been done—if any explanation 
has been given ? 

Mr. Aveston : That has been done, but the explan- 
ation is non-delivery by the Post Office. And I say 
that one of our particular members has not received 
notice of this meeting to-day. It goeson. IT should 
like to ask your ruling with regard to the agenda. 
Is it not usual to place such important business on the 
agenda ? 

The CHarrMan: I quite see your point. Your 
point is that the business should have been placed on 
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the agenda. I am told it was too late to include it 
unless it was postponed. 48 

Mr. Rees: What is the time usually required ? 

The Secretary: Notices have to be sent out 
seven clear days before the date of meeting. 

Mr. Aveston: It seems to me a little more care 
might have been taken regarding this meeting. A 
notice was sent to a member who has been dead six 
months. That at least might have been spared. 

The CHatRMAN: Bless my soul! Is that a point 
worth raising? I should rather like to have some 
complaints that matter. The mere fact that a notice 
was sent six months after a member’s death is 
ridiculous. 

Mr. Aveston: I have been Secretary two years. 
I have never had a notice. I did not know I was 
entitled to one. I think the Secretary or someone 
might have known I was Secretary. 

The TREASURER: It is up to branches to notify 
the General Secretary of the names of their represeni- 
atives. They are re-elected every year and they 
should notify him. 

The CHarRMAN: We have an instance here of an 
incomplete list sent to us. 

Major Dunkin: I am a member of the Council, 
and I have never received a notice of a meeting. 
On enquiry I find that this is because the divisional 
Secretary has never notified the General Secretary. 

Mr. Pitters: Can our Secretary evolve some 
better means of notifying members of the meetings ? 
We are justified in considering whether some better 
means may be devised. There is only one way to 
my mind. That is, that the Secretary should write 
to every branch and get a definite list of members 
on the Council on one date each year. 

The CHarrman: I think some such procedure as 
that is necessary. 

Mr. Pituers: I do not think that secretaries of 
branches would be at all upset if in ordinary matters 
the National Secretary were to communicate direct 
to divisions. I know the difficulty is to get a full 
list. I sympathise very much with Mr. Buxton, 
and I know he is not taking it as a personal thing. 
It is only with a desire to get things in an exact way. 
I have got a definite case in exactly the same way in 
which there has been some misunderstanding. 

The Secretary: I may say that once yearly I 
write to divisions to find out who their representatives 
are. Very few take the trouble to reply. I pick 
out all I can from the Record. Where there is any 
doubt I write again. Sometimes I get replies, 
sometimes I do not. So my list is never up-to-date. 
It has never been up-to-date, and goodness knows 
when it will be up-to-date. But at the same time 
it would greatly facilitate matters if divisional 
secretaries would have the kindness to notify me 
without giving me the extra trouble of writing for the 
information. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Rees: Would I be in order in moving that all 
matters of policy coming up for discussion should be 
placed on the agenda ? 

The CHarrMan: Perfectly. 


The Secretary : What happened actually was this. 
It had been arranged to have a meeting of the Council 
on October 8th. The agendas were in the hands of 
the printers, and the following day I had a letter from 
a firm of solicitors, that is, too late to go on the agenda, 
because nothing could be done till it had been discussed 
by the Editorial Committee. Their consideration 
of the matter was not actually finished till half an hour 
before the Council meeting. It was not humanly 
possible in any case to give notice of it. and it had 
to come up as a report from the Editorial Committee 
or as “any other business.” Otherwise it would 
have been held up for three months. We could not 
hold it up, because the solicitors wanted an immediate 
reply. We had to do it straight away. 

The CHatrMAN : If you insist that everything shall 
be specified on the agenda, business will have to be 
postponed which it is extremely undesirable to 


postpone. If you lay down a hard and fast rule, 
you are severely handicapping us. It does not matter 
to me. 


The TREASURER : Shall we add the words “‘ wherever 
possible 

The CHatRMAN: That is always done. 

Sir Layton BLENKINsSoP: I propose that the 
Secretary be instructed to write to these two associ- 
ations and explain the procedure by which notices of 
the Council meetings are sent out and apologise if 
they have not received those of the October meeting. 

The Secretary: It is one association. I have 
written and explained how it happened. 

Mr. Aveston: The explanations were given to 
the last meeting. 

The Secretary: Is it the feeling of your Association 
that we have anything further to explain ? 

Mr. Aveston: Personally I don’t think so. I 
understand your explanation is accepted. 

Mr. Prtters: I suggest that the Secretary should 
have the name of this member of the Council, so as 
to see if it would not be possible to send him a regis- 
tered letter. There may be something in it. 

The CHARMAN: We will get his name. I see 
nothing else for it but the Secretary checking every 
envelope. 

Professor WooLpRmDGE: Divisions may change 
their representatives each month, and if secretaries 
do not notify the General Secretary he is bound to 
have difficulties. It might go forth from this meeting 
of the Council that local secretaries should immediately 
when there is a change notify the General Secretary 
of the names of their representatives on the Council. 
It would save a lot of trouble. 

The CHarRMAN: It is part of our constitution. 

Mr. Rees: After the explanation I beg to withdraw. 

A MemBer: It might be of assistance to the 
General Secretary if he had a list of the various 
divisions showing’ when they held their general 
meetings, and if he sent a notice to the secretary shortly 
before that meeting asking him if, as a result of that 
meeting, he would inform him then and there who 
were his representatives. My suggestion is put 
forward because divisions hold their annual meetings 
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at different times of the year and it would be no use 
for instance, sending out such a notification on the 
first of January. If sent just before their annual 
meetings you would be more likely to get what you 
wanted, because it would be fresh in their minds. 

The GENERAL SECRETARY : There is just this little 
difficulty. I have to make a report of the directors 
of this Association within twenty-one days of the 
annual general meeting. I, therefore, have the list 
made up-to-date within the last few weeks, and 
directly after the annual meeting we send out to the 
secretaries of the divisions whose representatives 
have not been returned to me. 

A Memser: [ make the suggestion that all the 
secretaries should be notified once a year by registered 
letter. 

The CuarrMan: A good idea. 

Mr. Aveston: We appreciate all the work Mr. 
Buxton is doing. We fully appreciate all he has 
done for the Association. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am very glad the discussion has 
taken place. We can now proceed to the next 
resolution from the Central division. 

The resolution was in the following terms :—“ As 
there is a great diversity of opinion on the question 
of the humane slaughtering of animals intended for 
human food, and the subsequent effect on the flesh 
by the various methods used, we suggest that a 
Government Committee of Inquiry be instituted to 
investigate the whole subject, the committee to 
consist of members of all professions and trades 
interested.” 

Mr. LivesEy: That resolution was passed by the 
Central Veterinary Society and forwarded to this 
Association in the hope that this Council would see its 
way to recommend the General Meeting to forward it 
to suitable bodies, asking them to give effect to it. 

The Cuarrman: Is it your wish that we hand it 
to the General Meeting to-morrow ? 

The TrEAsuRER: I will second it, and supplement 
it by naming the Ministry of Health and the Ministry 
of Agriculture as two of those important bodies in the 
event of the resolution being accepted. 

The CHairmMAN: You agree to that addition ? 
(Agreed.) 

The CuarrMANn: The eighth item on the agenda is 
“ to receive report of Special Committee re constitution 
of Standing Committee to advise on Colonial Appoint- 
ments.” I understand that the acceptances for 
nominations have not been received, so with your 
permission we will take Item No. 8 out of the agenda. 
(Agreed.) 

be continued) 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


Graded Milk. 
Sir,—It will be within the recollection of those who 
attended the meetings of the National Veterinary Medical 


Association at Bath that I showed surprise at the state- 
ment made by Dr. Savage, that there were fifty-seven 
premises in which Grade A (Certified) Milk was being 
produced in England. 

I judged that if so many were producing Grade A 
(Certified) Milk there would be very many more providing 
the more easily produced Grade A Milk, and as no one 
present seemed to have any figures dealing with Grade 
A Milk, I concluded that a fair number of the fifty-seven 
would not be Grade A (Certified) as alleged. 

To clear up the matter, I wrote to the Ministry of 
Health, and from the reply received, a copy of which is 
appended hereto, it is shown that on 22nd August, 1922, 
thirty-seven only were providing Grade A _ (Certified) 
Milk. As I anticipated, the figure fifty-seven mentioned 
by Dr. Savage, and backed by Mr. Villar, included also 
the producers of Grade A Milk. 

It is worthy of note that in England more people pro- 
duce Grade A (Certified) than the more easily produced 
Grade A Milk. 

To enable a comparison to be made, the corresponding 
figures for Scotland at the same date were :— 


Grade A (Certified) Milk ... 1 
Grade A Milk aes 11 
Total 12 


Yours faithfully, 
Huexu Brae, 
County Veterinary Inspector for Lanarkshire. 

County Offices, Hamilton, 

2nd October, 1922. 

Copy. 
Ministry of Health, 

Whitehall, S.W. 1, 
Ist September, 1922. 


Graded Milk. 


Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 14th ult., I am 
directed by the Minister of Health to inform you that 
the numbers of dairy herds in England and Wales which 
have supplied Graded Milk during each successive year 
since licences were first issued are as follows :— 

“Grade A (Certified).” Grade A.” 


16108122. 


December 31st, 1918 1 9 
August 25th, 1922 37 ae 21 


Before March, 1920, ‘‘Grade A (Certified) Milk” was 
known as ‘‘Grade A Milk,’ and the present “‘Grade A 
Milk’? was known as ‘‘ Grade B.”’ The change affected 
the designation only, the conditions as to the issue of 
licences being practically unaltered. 

I am, Sw, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Hugh Begg, Esq., 
County Offices, Hamilton, Lanark. 


National Association of Veterinary Inspectors. 

Sir,—I have read with interest the correspondence under 
the heading “National Association of Veterinary In- 
spectors”’ in your issue of the 16th September, and, whilst 
I do not wish to interfere with any domestic discussion, I 
should be obliged if you would allow me to refer to the 
last paragraph of Mr. Horace L. Roberts’ letter. 

I assume that the discussion upon affiliation with the 
N.A.L.G.O. has taken place under the impression that such 
step would mean the merging of the N.A.V.I. into the 
N.A.L.G.O., and that the former would lose its identity. 
As a matter of fact, there is now no provision in the con- 
stitution of the N.A.L.G.O. for the affiliation of Professional 
or Sectional Organisations, but in the place of the old 
affiliation scheme we have put a scheme providing for 
consultation and co-ordination. The scheme is briefly 
as follows :— 


| ig 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 3 
| 
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Any professional or sectional organisation of persons 
employed in Local Government administration can become 
a member of the N.A.L.G.O. Standing Joint Consultative 
Committee if the former can show that 60 per cent. of 
those who are eligible are members of the N.A.L.G.O. 
through the Branches of the latter. 

There is no affiliation fee required. The N.A.L.G.O. 
provides the accommodation for meetings. and the only 
charge which falls upon the Sectional and Professional 
Organisations is that of paying the expenses of their own 
representatives who attend the meetings. I believe the 
majority of whole-time and part-time Veterinary Inspectors 
professionally serving Local Authorities are already mem- 
bers of the N.A.L.G.O. Under these circumstances 
there can be nothing lost by the N.A.V.I. taking part in 
the deliberations upon service conditions of Local Govern- 
ment officers which take place from time to time under 
the above-mentioned scheme. 

It is a common practice of Local Authorities to mould 
the service conditions of all its professional officers in 
relation one to another rather than in relation to the 
income of private practitioners. 

As the N.A.L.G.O. raises the status of the Local 
Government officer, the improvement must be reflected 
in the service conditions of the Local Government Veterin- 
ary Inspectors. Under these circumstances a Local 
Government Veterinary Inspector who holds progressive 
ideas relating either to his own profession or to the Local 
Government Service in general, is a valuable member of 


Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. 


the N.A.L.G.O.—Yours faithfully, 
Secretary, 

National Association of Local Government Officers, 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W.1, 25th September, 1922. 


L. General 


Army Veterinary Service. 


GAZETTE.—WaR OFFICE.—REGULAR ARMY 
RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 

Lt. Col. E. J. Wadley, C.B.E., D.S.0., retired pay, to 
be Lt.-Col. (Feb. 4th, 1921, with seniority Nov. 29th, 
1919). 

The following Majors retired, to be Majors:—J. W. 
O'Kelly, O.B.E. (May 21st, 1920, with seniority Aug. 
29th, 1917); J. J. Hilliard, O.B.E. (March Ist, 1921, 
with seniority, December 22nd, 1918). 

MILITIA. 

Capt. A. V. Nicholas relinquishes his commission (March 
21st), and retains the rank of Capt. (substituted for the 
notification in Gazette of Feb. 24th). 

REGULAR FORCES. 

Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. J. H. Ashton, M.B.E., D.C.M., 
relinquishes his commission on completion of service, and 
is granted rank of Capt. (Jan. Ist, 1920) (substituted for 
notification which appeared in Gazette, Jan. 24th). 


LONDON 


Summary of Returns. 


Foot- Glanders Parasitic | Shee 
Rabies. Anthrax. and-Mouth (including Man * | Scab, wine Fever 
Disease. Farcy).* 
' = pc) 
Confirmed. 3 a 3 5.3 3 SH al 2 = 58 
GT. BRITAIN. No.| No, | No. | No. | No. No. No. | No | No. | No. | No. | No. | No 
Week ended 23rd Sept.,1922... |...| 4 5]... | Pow |. 10] 4] 23! 8 
1921 6 | x ave l ll 18 6 17 8 
1920 | 2 si si st al s 
1919 2 3 |; 3 1 7 1 2 27 36 ie 45 | 27 
| 
Total for 38 weeks, 1922 1 | 375 | 430 [1125 | 54906 2 2 865 | 1235 | 434 901 | 345 
‘ 1921 22 1 377 =| 488 43 2958 10 31 1802 2759 | 416 922 | 323 
1920 15| ... 1310 | 375 | 73 | 9575 | 10 | 17 | 3107 | 5169] 309 | 1478 | 585 
—- 1919 [143 3 [145 | 191 | 28 | 1595 | 20 | 49 | 4125 8284] 224 | 1663 | 750 
Nors.- The figures for the current year are approximate only. *Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. 
IRELAND. 
Outbreaks 
Week ended 23rd Sept., 1922 ais 2 7 53 
1921 ile 6 1 16 
Corresponding Week in + 1920 vee 1 8 1 ves 
1919 ind 6 ion 6 
Total for 38 weeks, 1922 oes 1 1 68 151 181 |1014 
1921 1 1 7 77 jon a 69 202 86 | 456 
Corresponding period in { 1920 l = i l 3 86 225 9 | 25 
1919 oan 1 1 126 183 29 84 


Nors.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


